






Yamato: Step-by-step

61To paint piece no. 5,
spray metal mordant

evenly from a distance of 30cm.
To prevent the pieces moving,
fix them on double-sided
adhesive tape.

60When the putty is
completely dry, smooth

with no. 800 grain sandpaper 
to get the required finish.

64Paint the cavities of
piece no. 5, as shown 

in the photo. Mix an equal
amount of battleship grey and
matt black model-making
watercolour. Paint with the tip
of the brush, using small
amounts of paint to prevent
smearing.

63Spray evenly several
times from different

directions, taking care not to fill
the original small reliefs. Then
let them dry thoroughly.

66 Similarly, glue the other
piece no. 5 on the

opposite side, always with its
front facing out (position B in
the photo below).

62When the mordant is
perfectly dry, give a light

and even coat with battleship
grey model-making spray paint,
holding the can about 30cm
away. Let it dry thoroughly. 

65Take the bridge
assembled in previous

stages, as shown in the photo.
Glue piece no. 5 on the base
below (position A in the second
photo of step 70). Piece no. 5
should protrude slightly from
the base. The front must face
outwards.

When using metal mordant, ventilate the room well and follow
the instructions on the packaging.

When using metal mordant, ventilate the room well and
follow the instructions on the packaging.
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Yamato: Step-by-step

• PVA wood glue 
• Metal file
• Sandpaper (grain no. 800)
• Craft knife 
• Putty 
• Metal mordant 

• Model-making spray paint
(battleship grey)
• Model-making watercolour
(battleship grey, matt black)
• For metal: Super Glue Gel or 
Two-part epoxy glue 
• Pliers

Recommended tools and materials 

The hull and machine gun firing mechanism
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68After applying glue
in the second notch

of the keel, counting from
the stern end, insert the
frame no. 17 (1). Make sure
the frames are set square to
the base.

69Apply glue in the
first notch of the keel

and add frame no. 18 (2).
Make sure the frames are
set square to the base.

67Apply glue in the
third notch of the

keel, counting from the
stern end, and insert the
slot of the frame no. 16 (3).
Make sure the frames are
set square to the base.

THE HULL

a c

d

e

b

a Frame no. 17

b Frame no. 18

c Frame no. 16

d Reinforcements x 2

eMachine gun firing 

mechanism x 2 
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70After applying glue in the relevant
notches on the upper edge of

frames nos. 12 and 16, fit the two
reinforcements (4). The right edge of the
reinforcements reaches the middle of the
upper edge of frame no 12  (red circles in
the photo).

72After removing the
projections, smooth

piece no. 5 with grain no.
800 sandpaper, taking care
not to scratch the original
reliefs. 

74If there are
irregularities on the

surface of piece no. 5, spread
a thin layer of putty over the
entire surface, so that even
small imperfections are
covered. When dry, the putty
may shrink and have dents;
in which case, repeat the
operation.

71To prepare piece no.
5, smooth the flat part

with the file, removing
unnecessary projections. The
bottom of the piece must be
flat. Remember, too much
pressure can leave marks
that are difficult to erase.

73In the places where it
is difficult to reach

with sandpaper, use a craft
knife. This can also be used
to correct the edges if they
are not well modelled. 

MACHINE GUN FIRING MECHANISM

THE BRIDGE:
PROJECTION OF THE MODEL

IN FULL SCALE

The bridge is the central component of the
deck and, in addition to the machine gun
firing mechanism, it is fitted with many
features. Use this projection for reference
when attaching the individual elements.

When the wood has been assembled, place the hull
assembly on a flat surface, preferably secured or
weighted. This keeps the hull assembly as straight
as possible, reducing any warp in the ply. 



Yamato: Step-by-step

76Proceed to painting
pieces no. 5. Holding

the metal mordant spray can
at a distance of 30cm, spray
the entire piece evenly. To
prevent the piece moving, 
set it on double-sided
adhesive tape.

75When the putty is
completely dry, use

grain no. 800 sandpaper 
to achieve the required
smoothness and remove
excess putty.

79Paint the inside of the
cavities of pieces no. 5,

as shown in the photo. Mix an
equal amount of battleship grey
and matt black model-making
watercolour. Paint with the tip
of the brush and use small
amounts of paint to prevent
smearing.

78 Spray several times
from different

directions, taking care not to
fill the original small reliefs.
Let it dry thoroughly.
.

81Glue the other piece no.
5 in position B in the

photo below, always keeping
the front part to the outside.

77When the mordant is
completely dry, paint

the pieces with battleship
grey model-making spray
paint, holding the can about
30cm away.

80Take the bridge
assembly and glue one

piece no. 5 in position A in the
second photo of step 81. Piece
no. 5 should protrude slightly
beyond the base. The front
must be outside.

When using metal mordant, ventilate the room well and
follow the instructions on the packaging.

When using spray paint, ventilate the room well and follow
the instructions on the packaging.
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